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How does it feel to be a struggling reader?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0J7xabmeD2Q TEACHING MATTER f«f{%’fﬁﬁéﬁfﬁ"fﬁw



The wait-to-fail approach

We need more fences at the
top of cliffs rather than more
ambulances at the bottom.
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(According to the 2021 NAPLAN national report card, in Wheldall et al. 2023, p.318)



Cumulative reading difficulties

Reading Achievement

Gap Caused by the Matthew Effect

Gap widens as time goes or

%\é
a\°‘°
e

o
Gct)'l“a
] 1 | ] | |
| | | | | |
5 6 7 9

Age

(Stanovich, 1986)

“It takes four times as many resources to
resolve a literacy problem by Year 4 than
it does in Year 1.” (Lyon & Fletcher, 2001)

The gap widens as time goes on. The
earlier you catch literacy difficulties, the
less there is to fix.
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DIBELS training by Sarah McDonagh, 2023



Through quality instruction and targeted intervention,
we can change reading trajectories.
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A multi-tiered system of support (MTSS)

Intensity
increases/
students
decrease

A

Tier 3
Intensive, Individualized

Interventions

Tier 2
Targeted, Group Interventions

Tier 1
Universal Instruction

ACADEMIC SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
BEHAVIOR

TEACHING MATTERS ~72vs o



Al C 0 0]010 C I 1E ClC
JlC : CC
Tier | purpose Who When Instruction Planning & meeting
1 |Primary prevention All students |90-120 minutes Research- aligned core | Building Year level teams

Reduce risk for at least 80%

daily (literacy
block)

instruction and in-class
small group

Using screening data

X3 times/year

Adapted from http://www.oregonrti.org/ and Stephanie Stollar LLC https://www.readingscienceacademy.com/



http://www.oregonrti.org/
https://www.readingscienceacademy.com/
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A chain effect

Phonological problems
Decoding problems
Spelling problems

Reading
Comprehension
problems

Affects vocabulary &
background
knowledge growth
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Retrieved from Keys to Literacy blog by Joan Sedita. Available at: https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/reading-intervention-for-older-struggling-students/




The role of assessment

Can be used to:
1. |dentify students requiring additional support

2. ldentify their needs so that support is well-targeted

=,

3. Assess progress and the impact of interventions & programs
Non negotiables:

Alignment with evidence-based theoretical framework (SVoR)

Alignment with the tiers of support
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Use assessments for different purposes

Screener Diagnostic

Outcome
evaluation

TEACHING MATTERS 37z 5



How to choose a screener for your school?

National Center on -
INTENSIVE INTERVENTION .\_Search ) 0D v f

at the American Institutes for Research® i

About DBI ~ Tools Implementation & Training - Special Resource News
Charts ~ Intervention ~ Topics ~ by Audience ~ & EBEvents

Academic Screening Tools Chart

Universal screening can be used to identify which children will need the most intensive intervention. In some cases, children with the View Chat
weakest initial skills may bypass Tier 2 intervention and move directly into intensive intervention. The tools on the academic Resources

screening tools chart can be used to identify students at risk for poor academic outcomes, including students who require intensive

intervention.
This tools chart has three tabs that include ratings on the technical rigor of the tools: (1) Classification Accuracy, (2) Technical Brint Current
Standards, and (3) Usability Features. Chart View

Last updated: July 2021. Click here for a brief summary of the new and improved tools we've released.

Legend Convincing O Partially convincing evidence Unconvincing — DAl UNAVailable J Disaggregated data
evidence evidence available
FILTER Subject Grade
RESULTS
(] Reading L Pre-K (] Middle School (6-8)
[J Mathematics (] Elementary (K-5) (] High School (9-12)

https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/ascreening



Decision making process

Reading comprehension
* PAT-R for all students

At or above grade-level

flow |

Assess oral reading fluency
* DIBELS ORF (accuracy & rate)

At or above fluency benchmark

If low l

Assess phonics skills
* phonics survey,
* spelling inventory

Students with intact phonics skills

Grade level curriculum
e Continue whole class instruction

Vocabulary and comprehension
e Continue whole class instruction
* Small group intervention

If low 1

Assess specific phonics skills &
check phonological awareness
skills (basic and advanced)

Students with weak phonics skills

>

Spelling, fluency, vocabulary and
comprehension

* Continue whole class instruction
* Small group

If low 1

Discuss instructional support options and set PP goals

Focus on all reading components

e Continue whole class instruction
 Small group

* Intensive intervention (1:1)




Skills to assess

Examples of assessment

Phonemic awareness

Oral segmenting and blending of phonemes

Decoding

- Informal phonics survey, including pseudo-words (to ensure student is not reading from
memory) across the range of vowel spelling patterns
- Error analysis of passage reading

Word study or advanced
decoding

- Word lists of multisyllabic words that contain prefixes and suffixes
- Error analysis of passage reading

Sight word reading

- List of common sight words
- Error analysis of passage reading

Spelling

- Spelling inventory from simple to complex
- Sentence dictation
- Analysis of writing sample

Reading fluency

Timed oral reading of leveled passages, checking for accuracy and rate (words correct per

minute)



Assessments of readi

TABLE 12.3: Assessments of reading

Effective
Instruction
in Reading
and Spelling

Assessment name Main literacy

(listed alphabetically) area(s) assessed Main

type(s) of
assessment

Main year levels for use

TERC - 2 DiSTs

Phonological awareness
Phonics / word recognition
Vocabulary
Comprehension

Spelling

]

S Foundation Year

Aﬂdhnee Reading K-6 (Good et al., 2019)
Astronlut Invented Spelling Test 2nd ed.
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https://www.motif.org.au/
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https://fivefromfive.com.au/books/effective-instruction-in-reading-and-spelling/



https://www.motif.org.au/
https://fivefromfive.com.au/books/effective-instruction-in-reading-and-spelling/

Logistics of implementing school-wide screening and

subsequent assessments

Literacy Assessments Currently in Use by District

d What assessments will be administered?

Type of Assessment What? Who When What Grade | Data Analysis | Area of Need
(Assessmen ts) | Administers? | given? levels use | (By who? How? (specify)
them? All When?)

Who will administer the assessments? -

o

Q Who will conduct the assessment training |
and ensure fidelity of implementation?

O How will the data be managed? o

L

Who will interpret the data? e,

O Who will oversee the scheduling and oy
implementation of assessments? i

+  Spelling/Writing

TEACHING MATTERS s sase
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“You can capitalize on the experience of others. You can capitalize on
the manual... the proof of the matter is whether the kids have

actually learned to read in the fastest possible way.”
(Stanislas Dehaene, AUSPELD, 2021)




Which intervention program should you choose?

Evidence-based

Explicit and direct instructional methods
Dual coding

Cumulative sequence

Sequential

Repetitive

Systematic

Appropriate pace s
Cover all relevant areas of instruction

10. Assessment

© 0 N o O bk~ 0 DN PRE
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https://dsf.net.au/professionals/teachers-and-tutors/selecting-an-intervention-program (2014)



https://dsf.net.au/professionals/teachers-and-tutors/selecting-an-intervention-program

Summary of findings

The following table summarises the findings for each of the programs reviewed in this report, identifying the target students for the interventions and ranking
the interventions by the breadth and quality of the evidence base.

Intervention Target students Reliability of evidence Alignment with evidence-based
instruction

i

CATHOLIC
EDUCATION
MELBOURNE

Levelled Literacy F-2 students who are reading below expected Alarge bu‘t Iow—quallty. e\ﬂd_ence bas.e ex.lsts regarding the use of Not alighed with evidence-based
. Levelled Literacy as a Tier 2 intervention in schools for: X .
I N I E RV E NTI O N S I N Intervention benchmarks . instructional methods
- comprehension
Students in upper primary and lower

AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS

A REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE difficulties
Version 2.0

A moderate but low-quality evidence base exists regarding the

use of QuickSmart as a Tier 2 intervention in schools for: Uses evidence-based instructional
- reading accuracy methods
- fluency

MultiLit: Reading Students in Years 2—6 (or older students) A small and low-quality evidence base exists regarding Reading Uses evidence-based instructional
Tutor who are making low progress in reading Tutor as a Tier 2 intervention outside school settings for: methods

19). Tler Two Literacy Interventions in Australlan Schools A Rewew of the Evidence Version 2.0. Monash

K De Bruin - 2019



https://mtss.education/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Tier-2-Interventions-in-Australian-Schools_CEM2021-copy.pdf

What is Evidence 4
Impact?

Evidence 4 Impact (E4l) is an independent service that provides teachers
school leaders with accessible information on which educational interventions
have been shown to be effective.

Primary interventions Secondary interventions

EARLY YEARS, KS1 & KS2 KS3, K54 & POST 16

Impact on the following outcomes: Impact on the following outcomes:

B MATHS & READING B MATHS & READING
& SCIENCE /' WRITING 4 SCIENCE /' WRITING
&R SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL -https://www.evidence4impact.org.uk/ @ SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL


https://www.evidence4impact.org.uk/

Effective Reading Interventions for upper-primary

students (freely available)

Word Recognition and Fluency

- This guidebook presents lessons that teach word recognition skills and strategies in a
systematic and cumulative way. Students build knowledge as lessons progress from easy
to difficult skills. Previously learned skills are reviewed, linked to newly presented
content, and are included in the new lesson’s practice activities. As lessons progress,

I I students learn the skills and strategies to read an increasing number and variety of
I l — words. A lesson structure is also presented for teaching irregular words.

Lessons 1-9 are for students who have not yet mastered basic sounds and using these
WORD RECOGNITION  sounds to blend words.
AND FLUENCY ] ] ) . .

P Lessons 10-17 teach skills and strategies for reading multisyllabic words.

BV "

The M@ado‘ws Cemer TEXASfOCrENTER

LEARNING
FOR PREVENTING EDUCATIONAL RISK DISABILITIES

https://meadowscenter.org/
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https://www.texasldcenter.org/teachers-corner/effective-reading-interventions-for-upper-elementary-students


https://meadowscenter.org/

Commercial programs suitable for students in Year 4

and above

5 a literacy intervention program

3.
for struggling readers

REWARDS

e A N

Lorrective Reading

Decoding Ut ges

MacqLit

- .1
handbook MultiLit
part E

W AAITD)

-
MultilLit

gBﬁdge

SOUNDS-WRITE AUSTRALIA N = s : the Gap

ol s =3 ! ' . ' Phonemic Awareness
o b I il IR R S ¥ y i
First Rate Phonics { = g i ; Imervention Lessons

. ByAlisa VanHekken and Marjorie Bottari
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“Informed teachers are our best insurance against reading
failure. While programs are very helpful tools,

programs don’t teach; teachers do.”
Dr. Louisa Moats

TEACHING MATTERS ~72vs o




Common features of effective targeted interventions

- Timetabling

- Training

) J
: | 4 4 ~
Supporting resources ‘ , & J
Assessments \ l ﬁ \
b | R

- Small groups

- Connections and alignment

A Education
ndowrent TEACHING MATTERS s5rcce.socatives

Education Endowment Foundation: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Selecting interventions tool.pdf



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Selecting_interventions_tool.pdf
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Checklist

1. Alignment: Tier 2 program is an appropriate match for the students’ literacy
needs

2. Dosage: the program has been delivered with a sufficient amount of time to
determine effectiveness/response

3. Fidelity of implementation: take time to train the staff involved and provide
support

4.  Progress monitoring

TEACHING MATTERS ~72vs o



How to increase the quantity of instruction?

1. Change dosage or time
¢ Mln Utes per day INTENSIVE INTERVENTIONS FOR STUDENTS
. . STRUGGLING IN READING AND MATHEMATICS
- Minutes per session
- Sessions per week

« Total number of sessions INTENSIFYING
LITERACY INSTRUCTION

Reduce the group size
Change the classroom arrangement

Intensify instructional delivery

Essential Practices

Integrate strategies that support cognitive

A

INSTRUCTION

processes with academic instruction

(1) https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Intensifying Literacy Instruction Essential Practices.pdf (2020)
(2) https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED531907.pdf (2012)

(3) Intensification checklist — see National Center on Intensive Intervention TEACH'NG MA‘"‘ER %ﬁgﬁﬂ?ffzﬁgffq



https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Intensifying_Literacy_Instruction_Essential_Practices.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED531907.pdf

Ultimate goal

Attention to

Acquisition Automaticity Maintenance
transfer

TEACHING MATTERS z3::sasne



Is there a ‘right’ way?

ne rig
ne rig

ne rig

—H =4 = -

ne rig

Nt
Nt
N1

N1

(content) and of instruction delivered with
of intensity and duration to

at
T

o
C

g
No one size fits all If-LIj.cAC

¢ q:'fj?__b (_xf__

) “‘;‘
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Sharing Best Practice
https://www.sharingbestpractice.org/

~  Winston
L Churchill Trust

Schouls Plus

¥ MSDCEED

Supporting the Winston Churchill Memorial

_ Churchill Fellows Association of WA

About Events Projects and Fellows Membership Contact Us

like to share what | learn. And most importantly, no matter what | do, | work to make a difference.

Project

The Dorothy and Brian Wilson Churchill
Fellowship to identify effective language and
literacy screening and intervention practices for
at-risk students

[ France ] nitod Kingdom 1 UsA ] Eduction

Jessica Colleu Terradas

https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/wa/fellow/jessica-colleu-terradas-wa-2020/
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